
òChildren First at Harmonyó 

H
a

rm
o

n
y
 E

le
m

e
n
ta

ry
 S

c
h

o
o
l

 
3

9
4

6
 S

o
u

th
 B

o
g
a
n

 R
o
a
d

, 
B

u
fo

rd
, 
G

A
  

 3
0

5
1
9

 
7
7
0

.9
4

5
.7

2
7
2

  
  
 F

ro
n

t 
O

ff
ic

e
 

 

Vol. 4 -  Issue 4  

December/January  

2011 - 2012  
HARMONY HIGHLIGHTS  

For Wildcat Families  

From the Principal, Anne Marie Keskonis     
 

 

Dear Harmony Families, 
 
It was great to see everyone last month at the Thanksgiving lunch. The cafe-
teria was buzzing and the halls were filled with parents, grandparents, sib-
lings and cousins waiting to dine with their student. This is always a terrific 
event and our way of showing our thanks to our supportive community. I 
want to personally thank the staff for chipping in to help. A special thanks 
needs to go to our dedicated cafeteria staff for making the event special.  
 
The month of December has arrived quickly. It is that time of year when we 
need to be mindful of possible inclement weather conditions. Historically, 
the bad weather occurs between December and March. During these few 
times emergency school closings are necessary to keep our children safe. 
When the weather conditions warrant the closing of schools, the decision 
will be made as soon as possible, usually no later than 6:00 a.m. The GCPS 
Media Relations department will provide local radio and television stations 
with the appropriate information. Information also will be posted on the 
school districtõs website. If closing becomes necessary during the school day, 
an announcement will be made to the public through local radio, television 
and the schoolõs website. Please know that we will do everything possible to 
provide you with updated information.  
 
Please enjoy the holiday season with your families. Take this opportunity to 
rest and relax. On behalf of all of us here, we wish you peace, love and Har-
mony for the remainder of the 2011 - 2012 school year. 
                                                            

      Warmly,     Anne Marie Keskonis 



             
  

 
 

Question:   For the holidays, my parents are purchasing an e -

            reader for me.  May I bring this on the bus?  

 

  Answer:   Dear Students, 

What a great question!  These devices are the new means of accessing books, instead of paper-

back or traditional texts, for many students.  As a matter of fact, we at Harmony are taking 

steps to incorporate technology such as e-readers in our classrooms.  You will know when the 

time is right to bring your personal device because we will have permission forms and other 

documents sent home to your parents.  Please wait until then to bring your e -reader to school.          

                    Happy Holidays! 

 
 

Dear Parents,  
 

As a school, district, and state, we assess students to determine 
their strengths, and we use the data to inform our instruction.  Re-
gardless of  the type of  assessment, some children experience 
stress or test anxiety on these days.  Below are some tips for you to 
help your child stress less before a test:  
 

ÅEncourage your child if he/she is nervous.  Remind 
them they are going to do fine if  they just do their 
best.    
 

ÅTry not to express too much anxiety about the test 
as children will take on your feelings.  
 

ÅMake sure your child gets a good nightõs sleep before the test. 
 

ÅMake sure your child has a good breakfast the morning of the exam. 
 

ÅMake sure your child gets to school on time.  Your child wonõt be 
able to take the test with the class if  he/she arrives late.  
 

ÅAvoid arguing with your child before the test.  Also, help your child 
to avoid conflict with his siblings.    
 

ÅALWAYS SAY òI LOVE YOU!ó 

From the Assistant Principal - Emily Keag    

????????   Dear Ms. Keag   ????????? 



February  Date to Post on Calendar:  
    
February 3rd   - Family Night Bingo  5:30 - 8:00 

 

December 2011  
 

  Holiday Toy Drive  11/28 to 12/9  
Dec   2  Sybil Deacon Visit (K,1st,2nd)  

Dec  14  Chorus Perform @ Mountain View H.S.     

       ò ôTwas one Crazy Night before Christmasó 

Dec  15  Papa Johnõs Spirit Night    

Dec  16  End of 2nd Nine Weeks  
 

Dec  17th - Jan  2nd     

 Holiday Break  
 

Jan   3  Begin 3rd Nine Weeks    

Jan   5  Stevi Bõs Pizza Night   

Jan   6  Sybil Deacon Visit (K,1st,2nd)  

Jan  10  4 - H Visit (5th)  

Jan  13  School Council (7:30 am)  

Jan  16  MLK, Jr. Day  Student/Staff Holiday  

Jan  17 & 18th  HTHT (5th)  

Jan  20  BINGO for Kindergarten (2:15 - 3:00)  

Jan  24  BINGO for 1st (3:30 -  4:15)  

Jan  25  BINGO for 4th & 5th (3:30 -  4:30)  

Jan  26  BINGO for 2nd & 3rd (3:30 -  4:30)  

    Book Swap/Sale in Café  5:30 - 6:15  

    Bedtime Stories  6:30 -  7:10  

Physical Education  
Greetings from PE!   Hopefully this finds you 
and your family doing well and coming off a 
very enjoyable Thanksgiving break.  
We have been working on our bas-
ketball unit with all grades 
throughout most of November and 
into December.  We have been focusing on 
basic basketball skills with Kindergarten, 
1st and  2nd grades  while 
3rd, 4th, and 5th grades 

have been assimilating 
these skills into modi-
fied games.   
In January, we will begin a gym-
nastics unit with Kindergarten, 

1st and  2nd grades  while 3rd, 4th, 
and 5th grades will begin a floor hockey 
unit.    
Have a wonderful Winter Break!               
 See you in 2012.          Cam Corley 

From Harmonyõs Literacy Team 

Word Study -  ºLearning Definitions»??? 
As a parent, you remember this as spelling lists which you memorized for a test and then easily 
forgot.  The true goals of Word Study are to understand how words (whole and parts) work to-
gether orally and written, integrate reading words and writing words, and generalize from what 
is known about words to solve unknown words. Today Word Study is about learning skills to be 
able to use and understand words, not just memorize words.  We will answer a FAQ in each Har-
mony Newsletter to help parents become more familiar and comfortable with Word Study.  Check 
out last monthõs for the answer to: How are phonics and spelling related?  
 

I thought vocabulary was about learning definitions. Has this changed?  
 

We typically think of vocabulary in terms of learning the meanings of new words, 
and that is still true. There will always be some words that are best learned 
through the use of word games and other activities that help students make con-
nections between what they already know and what they are learning. And some-

times, this means that students must memorize defini-
tions. But there is an even more basic level of mastery 
that also deserves attention: the study of word roots. 
Roots are patterns that carry meaning (for example, 
hemi, which means half; sphere, which means globe). If 
we know what the pattern means (and can spell it), then 
we can learn how to read and spell many different words 
with that pattern.  

 



Book Fair  
 

Thank you to all who helped make Book Fair a success.  We couldn't do it without 
the parent volunteers who gave their time to help.  Thank you to all the students 
and parents who purchased these great books.  We use the Book Fair profits to 
buy books, videos and materials that will benefit our students.  
 

TumbleBooks  
 

TumbleBooks is a website of over 200 eBooks that our students can read at home 
on the computer.  Included on the site are picture books, nonfiction books and 
chapter books.  To reach this site, go to our Harmony website and click on the Me-
dia Center tab.  Then click on the TumbleBooks tab.  
                 Marie Kennedy & Dolores Craven  

HARMONY MATH NEWS  

Family involvement in mathematics education is an important part of student success. You 
can make a difference! Doing math with your child can be fun. And you can make it hap-
pen! Our winter break is a great opportunity for you to get involved with your child and real-
world mathematics. 

Do projects with your child. Bake cookies or work on a home improvement project.   
Real-world applications of mathematical ideas, especially measurement, are everywhere! 
If you are stringing up lights, work with them to estimate how many sets you 
will need and calculate the total number of lights used.  If you are baking 
cookies, have them figure out what is needed to make a double batch. 

Does your family receive gift cards as holiday gifts? How will you decide to 
use them during the holiday sales? Are the same discounts available through 
online ordering as in the store? Which is more �² the cost of shipping or the 
cost of driving to the store? 

Read books that involve math or find math in the books you are reading together. As 
you read books with your children look for opportunities to discuss and ask questions 
about the math that is happening within the story. An example might be to give a mone-
tary value to each gift in the Twelve Days of Christmas, and then figure out how much the 
�´�W�U�X�H���O�R�Y�H�µ���V�S�H�Q�W���H�D�F�K���G�D�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���D�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���W�Z�H�O�I�W�K���G�D�\���W�R���V�K�R�Z���W�K�H�L�U���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V��
love. 
While traveling in the car make up games to estimate. �$�V���\�R�X���D�U�H���J�R�L�Q�J���´�R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U���D�Q�G��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���Z�R�R�G�V�µ���W�K�L�Q�N���R�I���W�K�L�Q�J�V���\�R�X���F�D�Q���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H���D�Q�G���K�R�Z���F�D�Q���\�R�X���V�H�H���L�I��
�\�R�X���D�U�H���F�O�R�V�H�����$�Q���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���P�L�J�K�W���E�H���W�R���F�R�X�Q�W���K�R�Z���P�D�Q�\���´�E�L�J���W�U�X�F�N�V�µ���\�R�X���V�H�H��
on the road in 5 minutes and then figure out how many you think you will see 
for you trip (or if that is too long just for the next 20 minutes) then tally them 
as you go to see how close your estimate was. 
These are just some ideas, you will come up with tons of things you can do    

      together. Show your student that math is real life, it is every day, and it can be fun even  
             if you are out of school on winter break! Have a safe and happy December.   


